United Redeemer Lutheran Church
560 West 3 r d Street

Zumbrota, MN 55992

507-732-7303

Dear Friends,
United Redeemer Lutheran Church is a vibrant community of believers where amazing things happen
daily. Our worship services incorporate music and sacraments, children and puppets, new ideas and old
liturgies. Our beautifully remodeled fellowship areas and kitchen welcome people from our church and
beyond for special events and regular gatherings. God is at the center of this place and its people.
It is only because of you, with all of us working together, that URLC remains open in ministry to care for
both those in our membership and our larger community. It doesn’t happen magically; it takes gifts of
all sorts to keep the church going. This letter is to thank you for all the ways you contribute to URLC.
At URLC, we
Love boldly, Share abundantly, Give generously.
The mission support committee is charged in the bylaws to “conduct an annual stewardship effort
emphasizing time, talents, and financial commitments.” We hope that this letter prompts you to
prayerfully consider how you want to offer your commitments for the next year.
Serving & Sharing:
Every program in the church relies on the contributions of volunteers. Sunday School needs at least 30
adults to serve our 100 plus kids, the “block party” only happened because nearly 70 people helped with
serving, setting up, hosting. Over 300 ushers are required in a year; it takes around 100 people
providing food and time to serve funerals throughout the year.
Each person has special talents that can be shared for the glory of God. We request that you honor the
talents God has given you by identifying one new way you could serve this year. Don’t wait for someone
to notice and ask you, share your gifts abundantly.
Please complete the enclosed Serving and Sharing form and return to the church office or put into the
offering plate. You can see the sorts of needs that that would benefit from your participation. Extra
forms will be available at the church. We promise we will forward your interests to the folks leading in
those areas.
Financial commitments:
The operating budget for URLC is around $280,000 per year. That does not include the Project 3R debt
which remains above $170,000. Please accept the challenge: increase your giving this year. Even adding
1%, $5 a month, or an extra one-time gift would help.
Please use the enclosed “Intent of Giving” also referred to as a “Commitment Card” to record your
intention for your 2019 giving. On the card you will notice a few things. You can indicate whether you

prefer to receive offering envelopes. We will order them only for people who request them. The most
convenient way to give is through electronic giving. If you already give electronically, thank you. Your
electronic giving is not automatically registered as a pledge. Therefore, it is requested that you complete
a commitment card so your planned giving can be reflected in the annual budget numbers. Please
complete the “Commitment Card” to mark your intention and to make any changes. A signature on the
card is all that is needed to authorize the change.
If you want to begin giving electronically, mark that on your pledge card and the office will follow up
with you to get you started. On the commitment card, you can designate how you would like your
contribution allocated.
Please return your “Commitment Card” to the church, either to the office or drop it into the confidential
box you will find at the back of the sanctuary.
Something fun for this year. When you return your “Commitment Card” you will be entered in a
drawing to win a $50 gift certificate to Bridget’s Café or a $50 gift certificate to Covered Bridge
Restaurant. An anonymous donor wanted to offer an incentive to get those pledges in! The amount
you pledge isn’t important, we just want as many people to commit as possible. Last year, we received
56 pledges. This year help us double or triple that number.
Thank you for all the ways you contribute to the life of URLC. You are generous. We appreciate you!
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