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URLC COUNCIL NOTES MARCH 
 

These are difficult times for everyone. Many of us are missing the support and companionship of 
the church community. We need to continue to be socially responsible, and based on federal, 
state, and local guidelines, we are continuing to cancel all church activities and the church build-
ing remains closed except to staff. We know this is an important season for us as Christians and 
the community of services is important. The staff, council and others are exploring ways to con-
nect including posting of messages. The messages will be posted on the web sites, YouTube, and 
on the URLC Facebook page. Live streaming is being explored as well as other options.  
 
Watch for announcements and changes through email, the website, Facebook, and phone.  
Please update your phone number with the church office as we know about 25% or more of 
the phone numbers are outdated in the church database as people are using cell phones only 
and dropping land lines.  
 
Due to social distancing, we want to stay connected and make sure that needs are being met. 
We are continuing to call members to assure everyone is all right and to ask if there are any 
needs.  We’ll continue to do this every few weeks. If you haven’t received a call and need some-
thing, please call the church office or Pastor Marggi.  
 
The Church Council decided to pay church staff at this time as their work continues.  We are hav-
ing weekly phone calls to maintain contact and make decisions as the environment and guide-
lines change. We know that this is a very difficult time financially for many due to business clo-
sures or decreased demand. This and the canceling of services also affects the finances of the 
church.  We will continue to monitor the budget and make changes as needed. We ask that if 
you are able to make monetary contributions to the church, please do so. If you use the offering 
plate rather than electronic distribution, please consider mailing your offering to the church or 
consider electronic contribution options.  
 
Again, if you have needs or would like to talk, please contact the church office (507-732-7303) or 
Pastor Marggi (507-961-7255 cell). If you have questions, do not hesitate to call the office, Pastor 
Marggi, or members of the church council. 
 
Linda Herrick (507-250-4567 – cell, 507-732-5564 - home) 
URLC Council President 

 
In the event of a funeral Pastor Marggi and the family (under 10 members) will meet, 
and have a small funeral and graveside service at Mahn Funeral Home. 
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Sr. High Youth/ Confirmation age/ Sunday School 
 

*Prayer *Faith *Hope *Peace 
Four important words to live each day. 

  
 We need to PRAY each day that we have FAITH to get through this 
very difficult time for Parents & Youth.  With our prayers we have 
HOPE that our Congregation, Community, Small towns, School & more 
will grow to be stronger during this time of uncertainty.  We will 
wake up each day with a fresh mental focus on ourselves and others 
around us, to feel a sense of PEACE. 
 
I am listing the Spring activities below we had planned.   I hope to 
still hold these, but possibly in a new season.  We don’t know as of 
right now if any of our April/May activities can still be held.  IF we 
can’t hold any of these until after Memorial weekend, let’s celebrate 
with doing some of these this SUMMER!  We look to the future with a 
plan that we can have a some fun together this upcoming summer. 
 
Sunday School:  I have thoughts of bringing back Vacation Bible 
School! We’ll have our fun activities that we were going to have in 
April during Sunday school.  Some of our planned activities that we 
could reschedule in the Summer: 
 
*Camp Sunday (Many awesome camp activities could be done on the church 
lawn)! 
 
*Project Sunday (There are so many wonderful projects we could do around 
the church & community). 
 
*Sundae Sunday (We can have our annual “Ice Cream” day with so many 
fun sweets & games). 

Special Message from Marggi to our Youth: 
 
Marggi is really missing you…  If you want to 
call her on her cell phone she would love to hear 
your voice!!  507-961-7255  
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   5th grade 1st Communion Kids 

We have 10 kids in the 5th grade that would 

love to learn about Communion, experience the 

Seder Meal, and receive their 1st communion. 

We can still plan this for the end of the summer.  

 

    7-8-9th grade Confirmation Kids  

Each year after the Lenten/Easter season, we 

always gather for a picnic with a group volleyball 

game. Lets have a SUMMER picnic to gather 

everyone! 

 

7th grade Confirmation Camp/ Cinnamon 

Roll Baking  

As of now, camp is still on for “Camp Wapp”. 

They haven’t cancelled camp since it’s not 

schedule until mid-June. With the “Cinnamon 

Roll” baking that we hadn’t finished: Let’s just 

bake and sell some rolls at a couple summer 

services! I know these will taste just as delicious 

this summer!  I’ll keep you updated on what we 

decide as we see how this month goes.  

 

Senior Recognition 

We always celebrate in May with our Seniors 

that will graduate this Spring. If we cannot hold 

a reception for these kids in May, let’s do so in 

June right after one of the outside summer 

services.  

 

 

 

 

2020 Canoe Trip to Boundary Waters/Canoe 

Canada 

We are still planning on going on the “Canoe 

Trip” this summer! The dates for this trip are 

July 14th - 21st. Without knowing what will 

happen in this next month, we still have hope 

that this amazing trip will still take place. We will 

keep you updated on any details or meetings 

about the trip.  

 

Easter Sunrise Service– Breakfast/ Mother’s 

Day Brunch 

Without knowing how things will proceed in the 

next few weeks, we are still in the planning 

stage for Easter. Easter might be a little different 

this year, but we will still celebrate that Jesus 

Lives!  

 

 

 

*Prayer *Faith *Hope *Peace 
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Giving Opportunity's: 
Food Shelf 

Please consider donating to our local food shelf. The best way to donate food is by 
donating money directly to the food shelf. Money donations can be mailed to: 

Zumbrota Food Shelf 
PO Box 43 
Zumbrota, MN 55992 

 
Nursing Home  

My Happy Place would like to start a small donation drive to collect items for nursing 
home and assisted living residents. Those folks are locked in, literally. No family or 
friends visiting. And in some locations, they cannot even leave their rooms or apartments. 

So, we have collected some items from the store as well as from our homes that we will 
donate to Pine Haven Care Center and Evergreen Place in Pine Island and Zumbrota 
Care Center. Items do not need to be new, but do need to be in good condition. 

 
Church Offering 

 
In effort to keep our church operations going. If you are able please mail your church 
offering directly to the church 560 W. 3rd Street Zumbrota, MN 55992. Or you can 
sign up for VANCO our direct deposit option. If you need any assistance please call 
the office at (507) 732-7303. Thank you. 

Here is what they are seeking: 
jigsaw puzzles of 750 pieces or less 
adult coloring books and markers (markers are easier to disinfect than pencils or 
crayons) 
playing cards 
note pads 
highlighters and pens 
small craft projects 
word search books in large print 
small prizes for bingo 
soft snacks in packages 
Or anything else you know an elderly person would enjoy while being stuck. 
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Trust Fund  2020 
 

The 2020 Trust Fund grant 
application period was over 
3/22/2020. 
Due to our current church closing the 
application period will continue  
until further notice.  Applications will 
be accepted for this extension of time.  
Leave the completed application at 
church or send it to church by mail.  
Note application on outside of 
envelope.  Applications will be 
considered as soon as the committee 
is able to review and meet. 
 
Any Questions, call me at 732-7297. 
Leah Wichmann Hinz, chair Trust 
Fund committee.    

Please say a prayer for: 

 

Pat Lawler, Nancy Menth, Kris Tri, Nancy Robles (sister of Judy Blakstad) , Cindy 
Reding, Cork Falk, Carl Jennrick, Joyce Oimoen, Sue Quam, and Dolly Ylvisaker.  
Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303 

The deadline for the VOICE is the 23rd of the 
month. Please contact the office at 732-7303 if 
you would like something put in. Thank You!  

WELCA News                 
                      WELCA 
NEWS 
In this period of church closing, all 
WELCA meeting and gatherings will be 
on hold.  This includes: WELCA Board, 
All Circles, Quilting gatherings. 
 
This is a hard time for us all.  Keep well 
and pray for it to be over. 
Call me if questions, 732-7297. 
 
Leah Wichmann, WELCA President   

Helping Each Other: 
 
If you find yourself or someone you know in 
need of groceries, supplies, medications. 
Please call the church office. We have a 
group of people ready to help you. You may 
leave a voicemail at the office as well. Stay 
well everyone.  
 
URLC Staff and Council  

Weekly Services 
 
We have been recording all services to 
help us all stay connected to each other 
during this time. Services have and will be 
posted to our Facebook Page, YouTube, 
and we have been emailing it to those we 
have emails for. If you are having a hard 
time finding any of these please contact 
the office and we will try to help you 
through it.   
 
*Note: there are several invalid phone #’s, 
email addresses, and addresses in our 
database. If you are not receiving anything 
please call and we will update your 
information.  
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Dear Family of United Redeemer,     
 
You are always in my heart, thoughts and prayers. Each day I feel more and more 
blessed that I am the pastor at your church. I have seen and heard of all the 
ways you are being light in the world now.  I am especially aware of all the 
health care workers/servants we have in our congregation and am humbled by 
your service and dedication to your call in the medical world. There are not 
words enough to express admiration and thanks. I think of all you who are 
teachers and how you are serving our kids by teaching on-line. Your lives and 
teaching so interrupted...............not enough words or admiration and thanks. I 
think of all you who have lost your jobs and my heart breaks for you and want 
you to know we are here for you, as a church family, to help you out in the best 
way we can. I think of all the sacrifices that you are making every day and so 
many will go without anyone ever knowing the love and kindness you shared 
with a neighbor.  I keep thinking of those familiar but oh so true words-we are 
all in this together. Have you ever felt this together in grief, caring and living 
not knowing for sure what tomorrow will bring? In an article I read, David 
Kessler, the world's leading expert on grief, wrote that this virus and the result 
on our lives, is hitting each of us and we are grieving. Collectively. And we are 
not use to this kind of collective grief.  
  
Please know that I am available to talk - always. I want to be in touch with you 
as best I can. Kids- if you want to call and chat, I would love to hear your voice. 
My puppets would love a call too. Adults-if you have a need to share with me, 
your concerns, your wonderings, your cares please call me. If you have ideas of 
how we can stay connected as a community, please share with me. My cell 
phone (507-961-7255) is right by my side and I would love to hear from you, my 
Facebook page is up and running -message me. Please stay in touch. I miss you 
and I miss gathering together with you and oh I miss lunch with a lot of you. 
When we are back to seeing each other, face to face, call me to do lunch!!! 
  
I have asked that we place a light in our front window as a sign of hope. John 1:5 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.  It's a 
small gesture but wouldn't it be lovely and powerful to see our neighborhoods lit 
with this sign of hope. That in the future we will gather again as neighbors, 
friend, and as a church community TOGETHER. Together as never sounded as 
beautiful. Together again!!! Until then my family oh I miss you. Be safe and truly 
may you sense the presence of God's love walking with you, whatever your 
circumstances are this day. The light of God goes with us.... you, most wonderful 
one, are the light of Christ in the world.                                                      
                   My love …  your pastor,  
     
      Marggi 
                                                                 


