URLC WORSHIP
Sunday November 22, 2020

9:30 AM

We welcome all God’s children to worship with us
November 22nd, 2020
25th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

W ELCOME
Call to Worship
Pastor: Know that the Holy One is God.
All: We are God’s people.
Pastor: Worship the Holy One with gladness;
All: Come into God’s presence with singing.
Pastor: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise.
All: Make a joyful noise!
Pastor: For God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.
All: Let us worship with thanks and joy! Let us praise God in song and word and prayer

invocation
Pastor: Gracious God, we long to know you better. Open us to recognize your presence,
to receive you fully, and to be ready to follow your leading. Amen.

Prayer of Confession
All: Loving God, too often, we overlook the needs of people around us while we proclaim our devotion to you. We
could do so much more to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, to welcome the stranger, and heal the sick. We fail to
see how our prison system diminishes the humanity of all of us, how our medical system denies healing to the poor,
how poverty leaves children without coats, how legal obstacles keep the strangers at a distance. Open our eyes to
see your presence in every person, and to respond to their needs so that we may be rightly called by your
name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Pastor: Though we wander, God searches us out. Speaking through Ezekiel, God said, “As shepherds seek out their
flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick gloom.” God reaches out to us, longing to bring us ever
closer. Hear this good news: you are forgiven and free.

Opening Hymn: “Oh, Worship The King”
Vs.1) Oh Worship the King, all glorious above. Oh gratefully sing God’s power and love;
Our shield and defender the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

Psalm 100, Reader: Joyce Aarsvold
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Matthew 25:31-46, Reader: Joyce Aarslvold
Jesus said to the disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you? And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Sermon
Children's Sermon/Blessing of the Quilt and Prayer Shawl Ministries
Music Video: Alicia keys - Good Job, Cover by One Voice Children's Choir
Offering:
Although we are not gathering in person, Please continue to send in your offering as you so wonderfully have been
doing or remember our online giving on our website. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you for continuing
to give so generously!

Prayers/Lords Prayer
Closing Hymn: “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
Vs.1) Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but it’s own.
Awake my soul and sing of him who died for thee,
And hail him as they matchless king through all eternity.

Benediction
Pastor: May God give you wisdom and revelation. May the eyes of your heart be enlightened.
May you know the hope to which God has called you, And may the blessings
of the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer go with you this day and always. Amen.
As we begin Walking in Love Through Advent, keep a look out
for some exciting upcoming events! We will be posting the
events on our URLC website and Facebook page, to help us get
in the spirit and celebrate the coming of Christmas!
Thank you for all of the Prayer Shawl donations! We currently
have a very nice supply. Please pass along that we give them out
upon request to family and friends who are in need of one. If you
would like to make a monetary or yarn donation for future
shawls, please bring those to the office. Keep knitting and
crocheting! Thanks again for all of the beautiful Prayer Shawl
donations!

The time of year when the leaves are fallen and the holidays
are getting closer. Time for an update of new military
addresses or change of addresses so we can send our
Christmas greetings. Send any new updates
to the church office or call Howard or
Mary Ayen at 507-732-7785.

Please say a prayer for:
Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam, Addie Schliep, Charlotte
DeVries, (Sister of Bernice Ratgen), Gray Sather, Howard Ayen
and the family of Paula McDonald, as they grieve the loss of her
brother.
Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303

Coat Closet Update
We are accepting donations of children’s winter gear.
Particularly needed are sizes, M - XL and all youth sizes. We
can wash and repair if needed. Thank you for
contributing to this local effort to help the
children in our community.

