
URLC WORSHIP 
Sunday January 31st, 2021 9:30 AM 

We welcome all God’s children to worship with us 

January 31st, 2021 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  

 
 
 
 
W E L C O M E    
 
Prelude: “Andante”  
 
Call to Worship 
Pastor: Friends in Christ, what hopes do you bring to worship? 
All: We bring hope for health and wholeness. 
Pastor: What afflictions do you bring to worship? Physical pain? 
All: From illness and injury. 
Pastor: Emotional pain? 
All: From sad and scary life situations. 
Pastor: Mental pain? 
All: From disease of many kinds. 
Pastor: With all of these afflictions, it’s a miracle that any of us have gathered to worship this morning! 
All: But where else would we be? We yearn to know God’s powerful love and to know that wholeness is possible. 
Pastor: In today’s gospel, a person with an “afflicting spirit” interrupts Jesus. 
All: And Jesus sets the person free. 
Pastor: And where does the miracle of this story and our stories begin? 
All: When we bring all of who we are hopeful, afflicted, bold into relationship with the Divine. 
Pastor: So come, let us enter this sanctuary with our whole selves. 
All: Hopeful, afflicted and bold. 
Pastor: Come, let us worship! 
 

Opening Hymn: “Dearest Jesus, At Your Word”   
Vs.1) Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing 
faith be near you as the promises here given draw us wholly up to heaven. 
Vs.2) All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded till your Spirit breaks the night, filling us with 
light unclouded. All good thoughts and all good living come but by your gracious giving. 
Vs.4) Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration! Grant us what we need the most; all your gospel's 
consolation while we here on earth await you, till in heav'n with praise we greet you.  

 
Prayer of Reconciliation 
O Divine Healer, we confess that sometimes we yearn for you to wave a magic wand on our wounded lives to remove our 
pain, illness, and suffering. We hear the gospel story of the one seeking healing from Jesus and assume you will perform a 
similar miracle for all of us. if we just pray hard enough! And we do pray! Open our eyes to recognize the teachings and 
tools you have given us with which to seek healing in the midst of our afflictions and diseases. You whisper to us that 
wholeness requires selfcare and rest; You nudge us toward caregivers who can support and advise us; You breathe into us 
energy to move and stretch and reach toward health; You place in us an urgency to seek justice so that all may enjoy 
adequate health care; Renew our spirits in the midst of our diseases and afflicting spirits. Transform us, O holy One, for the 
health of your creation. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Blessing  
In the midst of struggle, disease and affliction, know that you are made in God’s image and God sees you as whole and good. 
So may you celebrate God in your midst through opportunities of wholeness and justice. 
 



Please say a prayer for: 
Walter Ring, Dennis Larson, Irene Swenson, Larry Olson, Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam, Addie Schliep, Charlotte DeVries, (Sister of Bernice 

Ratgen), Karen Hannemann, (sister in law of Julie and Dennis Baumberger). Susan Walker, (sister of Peggy Kennedy and 
Harlan Redfield). Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Betterman). The family of Lois Kline as they grieve her death. The family of 

Mary Ann Boes as they grieve her brothers death. Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303 

Mark 1:21-28  Reader, Dick Whitaker 
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were 
astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
Sermon/Children’s Sermon 
Special Music: sung by Cindy Biorn 
Offering: Although we are not gathering in person, Please continue to send in your offering as you so wonderfully  
have been doing or remember our online giving on our website. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you for 
continuing to give so generously! 
Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn: “We Are Called”   
Vs1.) Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! We are called to be light for the kingdom to live in the 
freedom of the city of God. Refrain: We are called to act with justice we are called to love tenderly we are called to serve one 
another to walk humbly with God.  
Vs2.) Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! We are called to be hope for the hopeless so all hatred and 
blindness will be no more. Refrain: We are called to act with justice we are called to love tenderly we are called to serve one 
another to walk humbly with God.  
Vs3.) Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will reign and we'll walk with each other as sisters 
and brothers united in love. 

 
Benediction 
Pastor: And now in the wholeness and the goodness of God, go forth. Go and laugh with your friends, reconcile with those 
who have hurt you, be kind to strangers, and feel the Divine smile upon us. Now and forevermore. Amen.  

Postlude: “Lord Reign In Me ” 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for centuries. 
They are universal and embracing; they comfort and enfold, wrap 

and warm. Those who make and receive shawls are loved and 
blessed. If you know of someone in need of comfort, please feel free 

to give them one. Monetary and yarn donations are 
always welcome. Keep knitting and crocheting! 

Barb Madison and Eunice Wicks 

Coat Closet Update 
We are accepting donations of children’s winter gear. Particularly 

needed are sizes, M - XL and all youth sizes. We can wash and repair 
if needed. Thank you for contributing to this local effort 

to help the children in our community.  
Mary Goplen and Deb Wilkinson  

Annual Report and Zoom Meeting Information 
The 2020 Annual Report has been posted to our URLC website, our Facebook page and emailed to you. A hard copy can also be picked up 

outside the church offices today from 9am to 10am. The annual meeting and its entirety will be held today, January 31st at 10:30am. There 
will be voting, and a quorum will be needed. The meeting is for all URLC members and will be held on Zoom. To access the meeting, you 
will need the information posted below. Any questions regarding the meeting or Zoom should be directed to Marggi, at (507)-961-7255. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/5110174024?pwd=TnNRVkQ1M3hMd1VXSjZ6RCt5K1FQUT09  

Meeting ID: 511 017 4024  Passcode: 067059 

                    URLC TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION TIME 

The URLC Trust Fund was established years ago with gifts received from several estates. It is the duty of the Trust Fund trustees to invest 
and manage monies received. Each year a portion of the interest earned is awarded for grant applications submitted. It is now time to 
submit application for consideration. Applications forms will be outside church office or obtained by email (email to request copy from 
admin@urlchurch.org) return to Teri Paulson (bookeeper@urlchurch.org). Please return  completed form by 3/15/21 to church office.                                                                      

Keep in mind the following criteria when submitting: *Carefully consider the terms of the estates. (Summaries are on application)                  
*Carefully consider if the project is not in operating church budget or should it be funded in church budget?                                                    

*Include information about amount needed, detail how it will be used and time table for the use of the money. If money has been given 
other years, detail how was it used. 


