
URLC WORSHIP 
Sunday February 21st, 2021 9:30 AM 

We welcome all God’s children to worship with us 

February 21st, 2021 

First Sunday in Lent 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  

 
 
 
 
 
 
W E L C O M E    
 
Prelude: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God ”  
 
Call To Worship 
Pastor: To you, O GOD, we lift up the spirit of our whole selves. 
All: O God, we trust unashamedly in you; seeking that you be not ashamed of us. 
Pastor:   May we begin our Lenten journey together in right relationships; 
All: Teach us. Show us. Guide us in your paths. Grow us to know your ways more clearly. 
Pastor: You are the God of our salvation and the Sustainer of good relations. 
All: For you we wait. 
Pastor: May integrity, a clean conscience, and upright living preserve us. 
All: Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn: “The Holy Wings”   
Vs.1) Thy holy wings O Savior, spread gently over me, and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. Oh be my 
strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, and let my ev’ry moment be lived within thy grace. 
Vs.2) Oh let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast. Where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest. Oh 
close thy wings around me and keep me safely there. For I am but a newborn, and need thy tender care. 
Vs.3) Oh wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood. Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good. Oh take into 
thy keeping thy children great and small. And while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all. 

 
Invocation:  
All: As in days of old, Creator God, we come to look for your signs of covenant promises. Like the rainbow days of Noah, 
we see and know your signs and hear your voice again directing us to places of preparation and transformation in our 
lives and in our world. Thank you God, for your covenant signs in this season of Lent. Amen.  

 
Prayer of Confession 
Pastor: Sisters and Brothers, in our daily lives we need the gift of the season of Lent. These 40 days can help us restore right 
relationships with God and with others. This is a fine time to focus, clear our hearts and minds of distractions, and re-orient 
and restore our whole selves. May God be with us. Let us pray:  
All: Creating and Renewing God. In this Lenten season we each need the opportunity to clear our eyes of the glaze of 
indifference and apathy. Help us get our minds off distractions, obsessions and self-pity so that we don’t feel helpless. Help us 
to start over. Re-orient head and heart so that we may fill our whole selves with life-affirming activities and thoughts.  
Pastor: May I be in right relationship with you and all your creation and join the United Church of Christ in over-coming 
violence, hunger, and injustice. May I find courage and clarity to assist me in works of justice and compassion which make 
daily life bearable for many. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  
 

Assurance of God’s Steadfastness 
Pastor: Brothers and Sisters, God hears our prayers and, even in our human frailty, promises to be with us in the wilderness 
times. Observe, find comfort, and offer with courage to restore and build relationships among God’s people. Experience a 
new and renewed sense of hope. Amen.  
 



Please Say a Prayer for: 
Dennis Larson, Irene Swenson, Larry Olson, Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam, Addie Schliep, Charlotte DeVries, (Sister of Bernice Ratgen), 

Karen Hannemann, (sister in law of Julie and Dennis Baumberger). Susan Walker, (sister of Peggy Kennedy and Harlan 
Redfield). Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Betterman). The Ottem Family.  

Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303 

Mark 1:9-15  Reader, Leah Wichmann Hinz 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John 
was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
Sermon 
Special Music: sung by Lori Rauen 
Offering: Although we are not gathering in person, Please continue to send in your offering as you so wonderfully  
have been doing or remember our online giving on our website. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you for 
continuing to give so generously! 
Communion  
Prayers 
 
Closing Hymn: “I Want Jesus To Walk With me”   
Vs.1) I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me;  
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord I want Jesus to walk with me. 
Vs.2) In my trials, Lord walk with me; in my trials, Lord walk with me;  
When my heart is almost breaking, Lord I want Jesus to walk with me. 
Vs.3) When I’m in trouble, Lord walk with me; when I’m in trouble,  
Lord walk with me; When my head is almost breaking, Lord I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: Mindful of your mercy, forgiveness, and instruction, O God, we go into the world renewed, refreshed, 
and full of courage to be your people. We go in peace to work for justice. Amen.  

 
Postlude: “We Will Dance” 
 
 

 

Zumbrota Food Shelf Needs You 
During our usual church year we have special times to give generous support to our local food shelf, but because this has not been a usual 
year, so our support has been somewhat short. Here is how you can help! We have placed tubs inside the church for nonperishable food 

items, there is also a box for monetary donations, (please make checks to Food Shelf, not URLC). All donations will be picked up and 
dropped off every Tuesday by Roger Hinz. All donations will be greatly appreciated by those in need. Thank you! 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for centuries. 
They are universal and embracing; they comfort and enfold, wrap 

and warm. Those who make and receive shawls are loved and 
blessed. If you know of someone in need of comfort, please feel free 

to give them one. Monetary and yarn donations are 
always welcome. Keep knitting and crocheting! 

Barb Madison and Eunice Wicks 

Coat Closet Update 
We are accepting donations of children’s winter gear. Particularly 

needed are sizes, M - XL and all youth sizes. We can wash and repair 
if needed. Thank you for contributing to this local effort 

to help the children in our community.  
Mary Goplen and Deb Wilkinson  

                    URLC TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION TIME 

The URLC Trust Fund was established years ago with gifts received from several estates. It is the duty of the Trust Fund trustees to invest 
and manage monies received. Each year a portion of the interest earned is awarded for grant applications submitted. It is now time to 
submit application for consideration. Applications forms will be outside church office or obtained by email (email to request copy from 
admin@urlchurch.org) return to Teri Paulson (bookeeper@urlchurch.org). Please return  completed form by 3/15/21 to church office.                                                                      

Keep in mind the following criteria when submitting: *Carefully consider the terms of the estates. (Summaries are on application)                  
*Carefully consider if the project is not in operating church budget or should it be funded in church budget?                                                    

*Include information about amount needed, detail how it will be used and time table for the use of the money. If money has been given 
other years, detail how was it used. 


