
URLC WORSHIP 
Sunday March 14th, 2021 9:30 AM 

We welcome all God’s children to worship with us 

March 14th, 2021 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W E L C O M E    
 
Prelude: “In The Garden” (Style of Dvorak) 
 
Call To Worship 
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, why have you come to worship this morning? 
All: We come to celebrate the love of God in the form of Jesus Christ. 
Pastor: This love reaches through the shadows of our lives to embrace us.  
Our challenge is to trust the light of God’s love in the midst of our struggles. 
All: We come to celebrate the light of God in Jesus who offers love and acceptance, not judgment and rejection. 
Pastor: If only we will trust, Jesus leads us in the way of light and love. 
All: We come to celebrate our God who loved and loves us so much! 
 

Opening Hymn: “Amazing Grace”   
Vs.1) Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 
Vs.2) ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears re-lieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
Vs.3) The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 

 
Prayer of Reconciliation 
Pastor: O God of Comfort and God of Challenge, we come to you this morning the way the Israelites did, full of complaints 
and dissatisfaction. Nothing is enough; we do not recognize your blessing at work in our day to day lives. 
All: Forgive us. In our complaints, challenge us as you did the Israelites, to consider the bigger picture of oppression, 
injustice, and inequality around us. 
All: Forgive us when we close our eyes for fear of what you might show us; Lift up loving and compassionate leaders 
to open our eyes until we see what you see in our world.  
 

Assurance Of Blessing 
Pastor: You are blessed because God’s image resides deep within each of you. 
So return God’s blessing by the way you love others.  
 
 



Please Say a Prayer for: 
Dennis Larson, Irene Swenson, Larry Olson, Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam, Addie Schliep,  

Karen Hannemann, (sister in law of Julie and Dennis Baumberger). Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Betterman).  
The Ottem Family. The family of Adrienne Nodland as they grieve her death. John Nyquist, (brother-in-law of Sandy Larson). 

Bill Wichmann, (brother-in-law of Leah Wichmann Hinz). Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303 

John 3:14-21   
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
Sermon/Children’s Sermon 
Special Music: sung by, Brian Adams 
Offering: Although we are not gathering in person, Please continue to send in your offering as you so wonderfully  
have been doing or remember our online giving on our website. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you for 
continuing to give so generously! 
Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn: “Christ, the Life of All the Living”   
Vs.1) Christ the life of all the living, Christ the death of death our foe. Christ yourself for me once giving, to the darkest 
depths of woe; Through your suff’ring death and merit life eternal I inherit. Thousand thousand thanks are due, dearest 
Jesus unto you.  
Vs.2) You have suffered great affliction and have borne it patiently, Even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; For you 
chose to be tormented, That my doom should be prevented, thousand thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus unto you. 
Vs.3) Then for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore, For the anguish in the garden, I will thank you 
every-more; thank you for the groaning sighing, For the bleeding and the dying, for that last triumphant cry, praise you 
ever-more on high. 

 
Benediction 
Pastor: Let us rejoice: God so loves the world! May God your Maker send you back into the world with creative energies 
refreshed. May Christ the Light illuminate your fearful moments. And may the Holy Spirit of steadfast love guide you until 
we worship together again. This day and forevermore. Amen!  

 
Postlude: “Love Divine, all Loves Excelling” 
 

Zumbrota Food Shelf Needs You 
During our usual church year we have special times to give generous support to our local food shelf, but because this has not been a usual 
year, so our support has been somewhat short. Here is how you can help! We have placed tubs inside the church for nonperishable food 

items, there is also a box for monetary donations, (please make checks to Food Shelf, not URLC). All donations will be picked up and 
dropped off every Tuesday by Roger Hinz. All donations will be greatly appreciated by those in need. Thank you! 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for centuries. 
They are universal and embracing; they comfort and enfold, wrap 

and warm. Those who make and receive shawls are loved and 
blessed. If you know of someone in need of comfort, please feel free 

to give them one. Monetary and yarn donations are 
always welcome. Keep knitting and crocheting! 

Barb Madison and Eunice Wicks 

Coat Closet Update 
We are accepting donations of children’s winter gear. Particularly 

needed are sizes, M - XL and all youth sizes. We can wash and repair 
if needed. Thank you for contributing to this local effort 

to help the children in our community.  
Mary Goplen and Deb Wilkinson  


