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A Note From Marggi 

Dear Family of URLC, it is for certain, we all have our opinions on how to approach the pandemic of Covid-19, 

don't we? Our opinions, as we know, are just that, opinions and are not fact. They are not true, they are not 

false, they are just opinions...and yup, they should be shared and listened to, as we all want to be listened to. 

Probably one of the most important kindnesses we can do for one another is to listen to each other. With 

that said, we have decided together as the COVID-19 task force, not to reopen the church for worship until 

further notice in the coming weeks or months. Many of you (hopefully!) have received your vaccine however 

many of us have not. The virus continues to mutate and there are still things we do not understand about 

this virus (none of this is news to anyone) but we have gone this far, we have managed to worship and pray 

together this far, we have survived through this with a united and strong spirit this far, we have maintained a 

vibrant loving community this far...we do not have far to go now! The end is in sight! When we can worship 

together, eat together, celebrate together, and be gathered in the ways we love.  We are cautiously moving 

forward. For some possibly too cautiously...our hope is that we may gather outside together again soon. 

Warmer weather is coming and gathering outside is the safest way to gather for now.   

 

I invite you to come and worship in the sanctuary as a family or individually Monday through Thursday from 

10:00am-3:00pm. You are invited to spend time in solitude or ask me to join you for prayer, conversation 

and/or communion. I welcome this opportunity with you. We will distance and mask but still be able to 

spend time in worship together. Please call the office or me to let us know when you would like to come.  

I know there are other churches who are open and meeting for worship. I have been told people will leave if 

we do not open...this breaks my heart and makes me incredibly sad, but we all need to make decisions for 

our own hearts and lives. This I genuinely believe. We all have different comfort levels as we make our 

decisions regarding risks and benefits, which I understand and respect.  

 

I am, as your pastor, truly and deeply grateful for URLC, for your understanding, your trust, your support, 

your determination, your grit, and your tenacious and resilient faith in our Triune God. I think God misses the 

singing and gathering of God's faithful, but God has put faith in each of us to weather through this odd, 

befuddling and terribly difficult circumstance we find ourselves in. Over 500,000 people in the U.S. have died 

from COVID-19...if there had not been this terrible pandemic, they would be alive today. May you and I share 

in this tragic sadness and share in the heart break of the family members left behind to grieve their dying too 

soon.  So, for us who are not just surviving but thriving in faith and spirit please bear with us as a 

congregation to get through this together without losing a one.  

  

Your Pastor, still in Covid training, with love and God bless you all, Marggi. 
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March 7—“The Ten Commandments” EXODUS 20:1-17                                                                                                                    

In this familiar reading, God is speaking the Ten Commandments. While this may bring images of two stone tablets to 

mind, God first speaks these core laws to the community. The designation “ten” is somewhat arbitrary as these laws 

are broken up loosely into two “tables.” The first table is about our relationship with God. The second is about our 

relationship with other humans.                                                                                                                    

Project Ideas:                                                                                                                                                                           

Build a Mountain – Mold a mountain out of the play clay, and write a rule from home, school, or church on a strip of 

paper, then tape to a craft stick.  Place the sticks in the mountain.  

Pray for Law Makers - Many current laws are based on the Ten Commandments. Pray for people who make the laws, 

enforce the laws, and protect our laws. Find out who your lawmakers are and pray for them by name.  

Easter Fun 

We have planned an “Easter Walk or Drive by” on Saturday April 3rd 

from 1-2pm in front of the church.  The kids will receive some fun 

Easter treats and a blessing from Pastor Marggi, Cindy, & Friends.   

You might even get to see the Easter Bunny as well!   

Sunday School  

While Sunday school is not in session yet here 

at URLC, we offer the below weekly lessons 

that you can use at home for family devotions  

and projects.   

5th Grade 1st Communion Kids & Parents  

We will have a special Maundy Thursday service at 6:30pm for the 5th grade 

kids & parents to receive their 1st Communion.  The kids will be decorating a 

goblet to use at their 1st Communion.  We will not be able to have a Seder 

Meal this year.  We will have class instruction on Wednesday March 24th 

from 3:30-4:15pm in the church Fellowship Hall.   
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March 14—Moses & the Bronze Serpent NUMBERS 21:4–9                                                                                                        

As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, their faith was challenged. They complained and rebelled against 

God. This is a people that did not put full trust in a God who had shown care and protection for them again and 

again. God’s response to their complaining is to send a bunch of venomous snakes. The Israelites cry out to God, in 

whom they had so recently lost faith. Moses was given the instruction to create a snake of bronze, put it on a pole, 

and instruct the people to look at it to be healed. Although God seems to have brought the danger in the first 

place, God also offers the resolution and healing.                                                                                                                                             

Project Ideas:                                                                                                                                                                         

 Snake-like Staff - Kids take a pencil and wrap a chenille stem around it into a coil that can represent Moses’ 

snakelike staff. Kids then mold a small bit of play clay into a rock shape and stick their staff into the rock.  

On-Line Fun - Snakebites can be deadly! Today scientists have researched venom and doctors can treat people for 

snakebites. Search online for some other things that used to be deadly in Bible times that can now be treated and 

healed. Say a prayer of thanks that God protects us through modern medicine.  

 

March 21—Jesus Predicts His Death JOHN 12:20–33                                                                                                                     

Everyone expected the Messiah to exhibit an overwhelming power and victorious defeat of the world’s evil forces. 

Instead, the Messiah was arrested and crucified. God’s power is found in suffering, death, and the new life that 

comes from suffering and death. Jesus compares this “hour” ahead of him to a grain of wheat in the earth.                                                                                                               

Project Ideas:                                                                                                                                                                                          

Plant Seeds - Jesus talks about how the seed must die for the plant to grow and produce fruit. Plant some seeds in 

a window box and see if they grow. Be patient. It can take awhile to see a plant!  

Thunder Voice -  John 12;28-29 reads, “A voice came from heaven…” and those who heard it said “it was thunder.” 

Search online for audio recordings of thunder and listen to different stormy sounds together. 

 

March 28—Mark’s Holy Week MARK 11:1-11; 14:1—15:47                                                                                                              

The Passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by all. Jesus was betrayed multiple 

times: Judas betrayed him at the Last Supper; the disciples at Gethsemane by falling asleep; Peter by denying him; 

Pilate by washing his hands of the situation; the crowd by choosing Barabbas. This narrative, which leads up to 

Jesus’ death and burial, also teaches us about Jesus’ identity as Savior, King, and Son of God.                                                                                                              

Project Ideas:                                                                                                                                                                            

Anointing - Do you know what the word anoint means? You can anoint your family with oil as a way to remember 

your baptism. Use scented oil and anoint each other’s feet or foreheads.  

Write or Draw Prayers - Discuss ways we betray others—sharing secrets, telling lies, or other common kid 

mistakes. Write a prayer asking God to help us replace harmful habits with helpful ones.  

 

YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR’S PAGE                     MARCH 2021 
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~Morning devotionals from Pastor Marggi will continue every morning, 7 days a week.  

~Lenten devotionals will be posted Wednesday morning and will include music by Dylan Starr.  

~Virtual worship service every Wednesday evening using Holden Vespers at 5pm, with 

meditations from members of our congregation will be posted to Facebook. 

~Information for Holy week which will include Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday will be provided at a later date, please stay tuned!  

~April 3rd, from 1-2 will be passing out an Easter bag and blessing, you might even catch a 

glimpse of the Easter Bunny! This will be a drive/walk by outdoor event. You can find more 

information on our Facebook page. Freewill nonperishable food items are welcomed! 

 

 

 

 

The new URLC council held its first meeting on 2/15/2021 via Zoom. Welcome and thank you 

to new council members Eunice Wicks, Joyce Aarsvold, and returning, Lori Copeman. The new 

slate of officers is as follows: President – Brett Edstrom, Vice President  - Matt Cage, and 

Secretary -  Marla Lodermeier. 

Many thanks to Linda Herrick for her service over the last two years especially during these 

“interesting” times; your leadership was much appreciated.  At the next council meeting in 

March we will begin to formulate our goals and priorities for the next year, keeping in mind 

the long term health of this congregation. I think it is safe to say that the top of that priority 

list will include getting our church open as quickly and safely as possible.  We are very 

fortunate for the talents and time given by the people on our Covid task force, the council will 

continue to lean on them as we work our way through this. This will not last forever and we 

will get there. 

Brett Edstrom                                                                                                                                                         

President, Church Council 
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For many years, the making and giving of warm and useful quilts has been a ministry of United Redeemer. 

The prayer shawl ministry is another example of how the congregation has reached out to others.  As in the 

past, a few very dedicated women have continued to piece and sew the beautiful quilt tops. Recently, 

"quilt in a bag" has begun - with women picking up quilts, yarn, needle, and directions in a bag to tie the quilt. After returning it to 

church, another person picks up the quilts to serge/complete the edges at home, making them ready to be distributed. 

In recent years, the focus had been to give the quilts in the area to people in need: Hope Coalition in Red Wing; Ronald McDonald 

House in Rochester; Impatient Psychiatric Center in Rochester; and Zumbrota Area Food Shelf. Persons suffering losses from fires 

and other hardships may also receive the gift of a quilt. Smaller quilts are presented at baptisms at URLC. Other members have 

been using their knitting and crocheting skills to make beautiful prayer shawls. They are given out on request to family and friends 

who are in need of one. The shawls are intended to comfort anyone who might be experiencing illness, a loss, or any type of hard 

times. The church office can be contacted if you know someone who would need or appreciate one. 

Donations to either the quilting or prayer shawls ministries are always appreciated!  

Our Church Services will continue to be inside at 9:30 am and streamed live on Facebook, every Sunday.  You can view the service 

later at your convenience on Facebook, our URLC website, and YouTube. You can also tune into FM 99.1 radio station and listen 

from your home if you live within about a mile radius of the church. We tested the limits to the radio station and the areas 

reached are near or around The Covered Bridge Park, The ZM Theater, The Nursing Home and as far as The 

Funeral Home. You are more than welcome to still park in our church parking lot and listen from your car 

there as well. The bulletin for the Sunday services will be posted to our Facebook page every Sunday morning 

before the service. If you are interested in being a reader or providing special music, please contact the 

church office, (732-7303), to sign up. Thank you for sticking with us and tuning in! 

URLC TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION TIME 

The URLC Trust Fund was established years ago with gifts received from several estates.  It is the duty of the Trust Fund trustees 
to invest and manage monies received.  Each year a portion of the interest earned is awarded for grant applications submitted.  

It is now time to submit application for consideration.  Applications forms will be outside church office or obtained by email, to 
request a copy, email (admin@urlchurch.org) return to Teri Paulson (bookeeper@urlchurch.org).  Please return completed form 
by 3/15/21 to the church office. 

Keep in mind the following criteria when submitting: 

*Carefully consider the terms of the estates. (summaries are on the application) 

*Carefully consider if the project is not in the operating church budget or should it be 
funded in the church budget? 

*Include information about the amount needed, detail how it will be used, and a timetable for the use of the money. If money has 
been given other years, detail how was it used. 

Leah Wichmann Hinz 

Mayo Clinic Hospice Youth Zoom Grief Support 

We welcome youth from 5-17 who are grieving the loss of a loved one to participate in Music Therapy session(s). Each session will 

help youth express their emotions and develop healthy coping skills to assist them in the grief journey. Sessions are 60 minutes 

and age specific. There is no charge for the session, but prior registration is required as there is limited occupancy. The event will 

be held via Zoom and facilitated by a board-certified Music Therapist from Healing Rhythms Music Therapy, LLC in Rochester. 

SESSIONS: APRIL 10 AND MAY 1, 2021 

 

9am - 10am Pre-School-4th Grade 

10:30am - 11:30am 5th-8th Grade 

Noon - 1pm 9th-12th Grade 

For more information and registration, please contact: 
Ann Siverling, Bereavement Coordinator at Mayo Clinic Hospice                                                                

Phone: 507-284-4002                                                                                                             

RSTHOSPICEBEREAVEMENT@mayo.edu 

PLEASE REGISTER BY MARCH 26, 2021 
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The deadline for the VOICE is the 
23rd of the month. Please contact 

the office at 732-7303 if you 
would like to have something put 

in. Thank You!  

Please Say a Prayer for: 
Dennis Larson, Irene Swenson, Larry Olson,  

Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam, Addie 
Schliep, Karen Hannemann, (sister in law of 

Julie and Dennis Baumberger). Susan Walker, 
(sister of Peggy Kennedy and Harlan Redfield). 
Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Betterman).  

The Ottem Family.  
Please call the office to update 

this list. 507-732-7303 

      Church Offering 

Although we are not gathering in person, Please continue to send 
in your offering, as you so wonderfully have been, to the Church 

at 560  W. 3rd St. Zumbrota, MN 55992, or you can sign up for 
VANCO, our direct deposit option. There is also our online giving 
on our website. If you need any assistance please call the office at 
(507) 732-7303. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you 

for continuing to give so generously! Thank you All 

 

 

In need of a little extra food this 
month? Ruby’s Pantry distributes food 
at Pop-Up Pantry locations across MN 

& WI. There are no income or 
residency requirement and for a $20/
bundle donation you will receive an 

abundance of groceries. Food 
distribution will be the first Saturday 

of every month at Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church. You can find 

additional information from the 
Ruby’s Pantry Facebook page. This 

months distribution date is March 6th, 
from 9am to 10:45am.  

Coat Closet Update 
We are still accepting donations of children's winter jackets. 
Particularly needed are children sizes M, L, XL and all youth 

sizes. We can wash and repair jackets, if necessary. Thank you 
for contributing to this local effort to help 

children in our community. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for centuries. 

They are universal and embracing; they comfort and 

enfold, wrap and warm. Those who make and 

receive shawls are loved and blessed. If you know of 

someone in need of comfort, please feel free to give 

them one. Monetary and yarn donations are always 

welcome. Keep knitting and crocheting! 

The Garden 

Spring is coming, the garden seeds are purchased. 
Workers will be needed. Call Jaycee (732-
7586) if you are interested in helping. No 

experience necessary. 

Jaycee, Mary and Judy Zumbrota Food Shelf Needs You 

During our usual church year we have special times to give 
generous support to our local food shelf, but because this has 

not been a usual year, so our support has been somewhat short. 
Here is how you can help! We have placed tubs inside the church 

for nonperishable food items, there is also a box for monetary 
donations, (please make checks to Food Shelf, not URLC). All 

donations will be picked up and dropped 
off every Tuesday by Roger Hinz. All 

donations will be greatly appreciated by 

Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge 

During Lent, what are you willing to give up, as 
far as material things, to unclutter your house, to help those in 

need? We are having a CABIN FEVER THRIFT SALE, Saturday 
March 13th, at the Wanamingo Community Center, from 9:30am
-3:30pm, to benefit MNTC, Rochester. We are requesting quality 
used or newer items of $5 or more value for resale. Call or text 

Judy Davis. to donate or help. (507-259-9806) 


