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A Note From Marggi 

Friends of United Redeemer,  

 Who can believe it is the first week of August and our summer is on its way into the fall season? Our time 

of vacations and spending time outdoors with family and friends will be a memory, although this has been a very 

hot summer, it’s been one for the record books, I think!  

                  As the summer winds down, it is time for United Redeemer to start planning our fall schedule and 

there is a lot to do to get ready! One of the considerations, as you will notice, is our worship service time. We 

have put out two different considerations for you as a congregation.  The last year and half, through covid, has 

brought some significant changes in people's pattern of worship. We as a church, are facing major challenges as 

we move forward. What we are attempting to do in the months ahead is help make worship and life together at 

URLC as life giving, vibrant and joyful as possible. This will mean trying some new things, shaking off what wasn't 

working and keeping that which was significant and deeply meaningful to us. I ask for your patience and 

understanding as we begin this fall. Please remember, anything that is changed or rearranged is done in the spirit 

of the health and well-being for our community, these are changing times in front of us, but I think we will come 

out of this stronger and more committed as a congregation. There remain some significant unknowns ahead of us 

as well, not just in our church but in our world, our community, and our lives. 

               Please, if you have questions, concerns or just want to chat, give me a call, or drop by the office to visit 

with me. I would welcome and truly enjoy that. About a year ago in one of my sermons I said that as a pastor I 

really didn't know how to navigate through a pandemic...I wasn't given instructions or training for pastoring 

through a pandemic. It never occurred to me that a year and a half later so much would have changed, how 

differently life would remerge following this time, how the world and what we were "use to" would no longer be 

the same. As one of our church members said to me, "we all just need to have patience through this time."  I 

would add, patience and deep love and respect for one another.  Right? Also, to trust we are all doing the best we 

can in these times. 

               I want to say a deep thank you to all of you who love this congregation through your prayers, 

commitment, money, and patience. You radiate the joy of being God's community and live out the reality of God's 

presence in how you love and serve. This is your congregation, and I am blessed to serve you, as best I can…in 

my stumbling, in my goofs, in my best moments and a few successes...I am trying. So, for now God bless each of 

you...God bless you again and again! Remember live deep not fast. 

Your Pastor, Marggi  

 

Confirmation Students and Parents,                                                                                                                                    

 Please keep your eyes peeled for information regarding our upcoming confirmation classes. The 7th - 9th 

graders will be starting in September! Classes will be held as usual on Wednesday after school for 7th graders and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:15 for 8th and 9th. The 1st and 3rd Wednesday confirmation classes will be held as 

worship services with your families. As your pastor, I can't wait to get back to seeing you and doing what I love so 

much! Details coming soon! Remember, Pastor Marggi’s favorite Bible verse: Micah 6:8 " What does the Lord 

require of you; to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God. See you all in September! Yeah! Any 

questions for me please call me 507-961-7255 or stop in my office for a chat.  
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YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR’S PAGE                            AUGUST 2021 

Sunday School  

We look forward to the new season of in person Sunday School starting in September.  Currently, 

we don’t know the exact starting date.  We are asking you in The Voice, the church bulletin and 

online to fill out the recent survey, so we know what time church & Sunday School is preferred.  

We will keep you updated as soon as the results are in.   

 

New update happening in the Sunday School area! 

We will be getting new carpet installed in the lower basement area under the Sanctuary.  We hope 

to have this new fresh look by the start of Sunday school.  This was a generous donation from a 

congregation member.  We are so very excited for this update.  Thank you!   

 

Note from Cindy your Youth Director 

 

Dear congregation members of URLC, 

 I have decided to step down as of Aug. 31st as your youth director here at United Redeemer.  I have been 

the Youth Director for 11 years and I have had a lot of thought & prayers to come to this decision.  I believe now 

that we are pulling out of the very long Covid time frame, the youth here at URLC will need a new younger & 

excited person with new fresh ideas.  I think in so many churches the youth program may be a little different after 

the Covid phase.  I believe someone younger, new ideas, & very computer savvy would be so awesome.  I have 

loved going on all the trips, planning events, fundraisers, Sunday school & Christmas programs, helping with 

Confirmation, & so many more things to name.  I have loved getting to know all these kids.  The relationships 

that have been created with the kids & adults have been very special to me.  Everyone has helped me grow in my 

own faith.  Having fun with my own kids, & now my grandkids in Sunday school has been such a treat!  

 I will still be your organist / pianist / With One Voice Director.  As I am going on the 32nd year here as 

your Organist, I have no plans on stopping the music!  Maybe even a little more Accordion will be happening!  I 

will still be asking the youth to share their musical talents here at URLC.  The music is my inspiration, & all the 

music here helps my faith become stronger.   Thank you for all your support in the last 11 years within my 

position as the youth director.   We wouldn’t have been able to do any of this without all your support in all the 

youth programs.  Thank you to the support of Pastor Ike when I began this title, & all the support working with 

Pastor Marggi.   I have truly learned so much!  Throughout August I will be making sure everything is organized 

& ready to go for the next Youth Director that comes to URLC.     

Thank you,  

Cindy Wilson 
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"Times they are A-Changing" 

 The Council had a Retreat Meeting in July. There was a lot of good discussion on the current 

happenings in the church, how to prepare for the future and how to re-energize the congregation 

after the Pandemic. There were a variety of topics but one of the most important topics was the 

changing of key church personnel. We are in the process of hiring a new Bookkeeper. Also we will be 

needing to replace Cindy Wilson as the Youth Director. We have some ideas on what we want to see 

for her replacement(s). This is a very important part of our church as the youth of our congregation 

are our future. Also an important topic is when the future church services will be held in the long 

term. Please take the time to complete the survey that was recently sent to you on different time 

options that we are proposing.  We know we can't please everyone, but we hope there is an option 

that you will find will work with you and your family. Also, we are looking forward to hosting a fall 

Kick-off, congregational meal on Sunday, September 12th. Please watch for more details to come 

out on that.  

Submitted by, Marla Lodermeier 

On Behalf of the Church Council 

WELCA CIRCLES GET ORGANIZED FOR 2021 

Summer is here and fall is coming. Do you think we can get back to our normal schedule? August is the usual month all three 

circles begin to get together. So, let’s give it a try, and start the 2021 schedule.  Rebekah, Naomi, and Ruth Circles are invited 

to meet again. Naomi circle will host, August 12, 9:30am, at the visitor shelter by City Hall and the covered bridge. The 

August gather lesson will be led by Ruth Reppe. Schedule for the year, meeting times, location for meetings, 

and dates will be discussed. If you have ever talked to someone interested in joining a circle, invite them. All 

ladies are welcome, so come join us! Questions call Leah at 507-732-7297 

ELCA’s AMMPARO  

Thank you! Thank you! Several people from URLC and beyond attended Brian McDonald’s presentation, The Border “From 

Both Sides Now”, that explained the ELCA’s AMMPARO strategy to assist minors and their families at the southern border. 

McDonald, who visited the border with eight others in 2020 through the Border Servant Corps, shared several stories of how 

difficult it is for aliens to gain legal residency in the US. A lively and passionate discussion followed on how we as a church, 

or as individuals, can get involved! We can all do something - Pray, Educate, Donate, Welcome, Act and Advocate! There 

was also some discussion about local opportunities in Lake City for those who want to serve local needs. There are LOTS of 

ways you can get involved and make the world just a little bit better for those who may not be as blessed as we are!  

Below you will find McDonald’s presentation, several ELCA resources, and contact information for local efforts. For more 
information or to find out how you can help, please feel free to contact Joyce Aarsvold (joyce.aarsvold@gmail.com) or Mary 

Goplen (meg.04@live.com). 

 

 
The Border “From Both Sides Now” presentation 

https://tinyurl.com/URLCborder  
 

ELCA AMMPARO 

www.elca.org/ammparo 

 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services  

www.lirs.org 

Hispanic Outreach of Goodhue County 

651-301-1198 

info@hispanicoutreach.org 
 

Hispanic Inclusion of Lake City 

651-380-1198  Wanda 

612-597-3266  Sue Benson 

mailto:joyce.aarsvold@gmail.com
mailto:meg.04@live.com
https://tinyurl.com/URLCborder
http://www.elca.org/ammparo
http://www.lirs.org
mailto:info@hispanicoutreach.org
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URLC will host a Blood Drive 

through Red Cross on 

August 23rd.                                                                                 

You can find more 

information online by 

visiting www.redcross.org. 
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You can find more information 

online by visiting www.redcross.org 
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The deadline for the VOICE is 
the 23rd of the month. 

Please contact the office at 
507-732-7303 or email 

admin@urlchurch.org if you 
would like to have 
something put in. 

Please Say a Prayer for: 
Cindy Redding, Sandy Larson, Dennis Larson, Larry Olson, Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, 
Sue Quam, Addie Schliep, Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Betterman). John 

Nyquist, (brother-in-law of Sandy Larson). Brent Baumberger (nephew of Dennis 
& Julie). Terry Williams, (father of TJ Williams). Dick Ottem and the Ottem family 

as they grieve Denny Ottem’s death. 

Please call the office to update this list.                
507-732-7303 

      Church Offering 

While we are gathering again in person and continue to gather 
from afar, Please continue to send in your offering, as you so 

wonderfully have been, to the Church at 560  W. 3rd St. 
Zumbrota, MN 55992, or you can sign up for VANCO, our direct 
deposit option. There is also our online giving on our website. If 
you need any assistance please call the office at (507) 732-7303. It 
is with our deepest appreciation and thank you for continuing to 

give so generously. Thank you All! 

In need of a little extra food this month? Ruby’s Pantry distributes food at Pop-Up Pantry 
locations across MN & WI. There are no income or residency requirement and for $20/bundle 

donation you will receive an abundance of groceries. Food distribution will be the first Wednesday of every 
month during the summer, at Our Saviors Lutheran Church. You can find additional information from the Ruby’s 

Pantry Facebook page. This months distribution date is Wednesday, August 4th, from 6pm to 7:45pm. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for centuries. 

They are universal and embracing; they comfort and 

enfold, wrap and warm. Those who make and 

receive shawls are loved and blessed. If you know of 

someone in need of comfort, please feel free to give 

them one. Monetary and yarn donations are always 

welcome. Keep knitting and crocheting! 

We are looking for a new Youth Director. If you know anyone who may be interested please have them call 

the church office at 732-7303 or email admin@urlchurch.org for job details and more information. 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Due to low attendance, the 8:30am summer worship service has been canceled. Please join us for the 

9:30am worship service, outside on the green space! (The service will be held inside at 

9:30am if the weather is not favorable.) The rebroadcast of the service 

will be available to view on YouTube, Facebook and URLC website 

every Monday morning. 

Zumbrota Food Shelf Needs You 

We have placed tubs inside the church for 
nonperishable food items, there is also a 

box for monetary donations, (please make 
checks to Food Shelf, not URLC). All 

donations will be picked up and dropped off 
every Tuesday by Roger Hinz. All donations 
will be greatly appreciated by 

those in need. We collected 65 
pounds in July, thank you! 

Use Of Space       

If you are looking to use a space at URLC 
please call or email to reserve the spaces 
needed ahead of time. This allows us to 
let staff know where/when they need to 
clean so the space is ready and available 
for use, also not already booked 

for that time/date. We are excited 
to have the church open for all of 

the activities again! 

Sanctuary Choir will 
resume in September, 

watch for 
further details! 
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ATTENTION   We want to hear from you! ATTENTION  

With changing worship patterns and the spiritual health of the congregation in mind, the 

church council is seeking your input regarding how and when you would like to worship. 

Our desire is to provide a life-giving worship, full of vibrancy that nourishes the life of our 

congregation.  

Please fill out this very short survey so we can be better informed of your preferences. 
You can choose to return your survey by mailing or dropping the tear-off survey at the 

church office or by completing it online.  Please return by August 12th. Thank you for 
taking the time to share your thoughts. We value your input! 

 

—–-------------------—----------------—-------—------- cut here ---------------------------------------------------———– 

 

Which of the following options would you prefer?                                    

(Please select one response only.) 

 

_________9:30 am Sunday Worship, 10:15 am Sunday School & Adult  

          Fellowship/Education, 6:15 pm 1st & 3rd Wednesday Family     

          Worship (Heartbeat) 

 

_________8:30 am Sunday Worship, 9:30 am Sunday School & Fellowship/

  Adult Education,10:30 am Sunday Worship 


