ELCA SE MN Synod
560 West 3rd St
1

Zumbrota, MN 55992
507-732-7303

A Note From Marggi
Friends of United Redeemer,
Here it is fall, 2021...quite possibly what none of us hoped for...and our wondering, our questions, our
frustrations, and disappointments...are all around us.
Yet, we are forging ahead doing the best we can and despite some obstacles in front of us in the days
ahead. We are planning, scheduling, and getting ready to welcome our community back, with Sunday
School, confirmation, Sunday morning worship indoors, committees, group gatherings...what we do
together in love for one another will truly make a difference. You have done this over many, many years
and even some major challenges in the past as a community and there is no reason, under the sun, that
you won't do it again!!!

"THE GREATNESS OF COMMUNITY IS MOST ACCURATELY MEASURED BY
COMPASSIONATE ACTIONS OF ITS MEMBERS." Coretta Scott King

What i truly believe we need at URLC now is compassion for one another, so that we can continue to
live out the Gospel message of serving our neighbors, loving our neighbors, and reaching out beyond
our own needs and wants. These past 18 months have been difficult for almost everyone, not a single
one of us is not facing some deep sadness and shattered dreams...we have all been somehow affected
by the covid virus and we have some definite opposing opinions regarding a number of issues. I know
there are those of you who have disagreed with me on a some of the issues we have had to face...i know
that i have stumbled along the way...i ask for your compassion...and to talk with me.
I have felt great support and care from our council, from the covid team, and from many of you at
URLC! I have a right-hand woman, Katie, our office manager who gets me through so much! So often!!
For this i am truly, truly grateful and deeply humbled. Thank you, thank you...i am always aware that
this is your community, your church, URLC, i am passing through...please love your community, show
compassion for one another, and don't let this really difficult time divide us, or alienate one from another
here in this wonderful stronghold of Christian faith. When we get to the other side, and we will! It will
have all been worth all the work, love, and compassion we offer one another at URLC. Struggles and
hardships, walking through the rough patches can, if we trust, mold us into more loving and
compassionate people...it's the story of the people of the Bible!!! So, God bless each of you and stay
safe.
your pastor, who is still on the learning curve of this virus. marggi
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YOUTH AND FAMILY PAGE
Confirmation

On Sunday, September 12, 2021, we are kicking off this year’s Confirmation group in a BIG way!
Please plan to attend our Service and stay afterwards for a delicious picnic style meal provided by
the Church Council. Following the picnic, the confirmation students will huddle up with Pastor
Marggi and the new Youth and Family Ministry Director, Tammy Bettermann. During the huddle,
we will be announcing the winners of our first annual Kick Off Drawing. All the details of this
exciting drawing are below.
Here’s what to know:
There will be a drawing for TWO $25 Visa gift cards. (These can be used almost anywhere.) Additional drawings will be
done for other smaller prizes such as DQ and McDonald’s gift cards, or candy. All participants will receive a treat of their
choice (drink, gum, candy, etc.) at our first night of confirmation classes.
There will be multiple opportunities for students to have their name added to the drawing. However, students must
attend the church service and confirmation meeting to be eligible for the drawing!
Participants will receive 5 additional entries for attending the church service and will receive 2 additional entries
for coming to the picnic after the service.
Immediately following the church service, there will be an iPad available for students to use to earn more entries. On the
iPad they will complete a Google Form to share any or all the following: *Please note that the information we receive
will not be shared with anyone other than Marggi and Tammy. :)
For 1 additional entry share a favorite memory from this past summer
For 2 additional entries share one thing you’d change about church if you were in charge

For 2 additional entries share one thing that you are worried/anxious about this school year
For 2 additional entries share 1 goal you have this school year (this could be related to school, sports, church,
friends, family, anything you are working to achieve
For 3 additional entries share one thing you wish adults- (family, teachers, church staff) knew or could better
understand about you

Sunday School
Welcome back! We are so excited to have all the kids back at Sunday School this
year. Join us on Sunday, September 12th, following the 9:30am service for backpack
blessings, meet your Sunday School teachers and enjoy a picnic with your Sunday
School friends and members of the congregation. I have been busy making plans for
the coming year, but as we have come to learn, we may need to be flexible. I pray
that we get to have as close to normal of a year as possible, but no matter what, will
make the best of every Sunday that we’re together!

See you on the 12th!
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Please Welcome Our New Staff Members
Hello Friends and Families of URLC!
My name is Tammy Bettermann, and I am the new Youth and Family
Director! I feel so fortunate to have this opportunity to serve alongside the
incredible staff and congregation here. One of the many reasons I chose
this position was my passion for building community with families and
children. As many of you know, I am an Early Childhood Special Education
Teacher in the Pine Island School District. It is my hope that my
experiences and gifts as a teacher will serve me well here as I work to
inspire our youth in growing their faith, and support families in connecting
their faith with everyday life.

One of my main roles this year will be working alongside Pastor Marggi with
the confirmation students. On Sunday, September 12, 2021 we are kicking
off this year’s confirmation group in a BIG way! Please plan to attend our
service and stay afterwards for a delicious picnic style meal provided by the
Church Council. Following the picnic, the confirmation students will huddle
up with Pastor Marggi and me. During the huddle, we will be announcing
TWO winners of our first annual Kick Off Drawing. *Please be on the
lookout for more details regarding this awesome event soon!
~Tammy

Hi URLC!
My name is Karna Kelley. I may be a familiar face to some of you as I
grew up in Zumbrota and at URLC. My husband, Nick, and I live in
Zumbrota with our three daughters (Audra, Edi and Veda). I am very
excited and honored to be a part of the youth team and to help all of our
littles grow in, and learn to love like, Jesus! Thank you for this incredible
opportunity! I look forward to getting to know you all and work with our
Sunday School kids and families.
~Karna

Hi members of URLC
My name is Jodie Shanahan and I am the new bookkeeper for URLC. I
am excited to serve your congregation. I was born and raised in
Rochester. I moved to Pine Island in 1999 and still remain there. I work
full-time for Mayo and have been there for 23 years. As you may
conclude, I am not good with the empty nest, so I spend some of my free
time working. I have one adult son who is 26 years old who is the pride
and joy of my life. I am a diehard Vikings fan which will be demonstrated
by my photo. I look forward to meeting many of you and I welcome this
opportunity to assist your organization.
~Jodie
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A Special Thank You and Farewell
Greetings to all Youth of United Redeemer,
Thank you so much to each & every one of you for all my years
at United Redeemer as your Youth Director. I began as your
Youth Director in January 2010. All the activities in each area
of the youth program have been amazing. The fundraising,
mission trips, Confirmation camps & class, Sunday school,
Christmas programs, VBS, Senior Recognition, & many more
activities have been so wonderful to be a part of. I have created
so many relationships with the kids & parents, I will treasure
each & every memory.
You will see me around United Redeemer because I am still
the Organist / Pianist of the church. I would like to continue to
include the youth in the music at the worship services, let me
know if you are willing!
My last day as the role of the Youth Director is August 31 st. Moving forward, the youth program will
be split into two roles. Karna Kelley will be directing Sunday School, Nursery age to 6 th grade &
Tammy Bettermann will be the director for 7th-12th grade activities. I know they will both do an
amazing job, and I wish them the best! Thank you all again for everything and also a special thanks
for the generous gift certificate to Target!
~Cindy
My prayers for starting the new Fall season of 2021: I pray that we can start our fall with all
activities / programs at the church & at school with as much normalcy as possible. I leave you with
my absolute favorite song of all time!!! “Friends” by Michael W. Smith

A final Farewell and Thank You to Teri

After 8 years working for/with United Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Teri is officially done now the end of August. She has spent the last
several weeks passing on all of her expertise and knowledge to our
new bookkeeper, Jodie. We would like to extend our deepest thanks
to her for sticking around throughout the summer to help us get
through the hiring and transition process of our new bookkeeper.
Also, for all of her hard work over the years here at URLC. We wish
you the best with all of your future endeavors!
Thank you Teri, you will be missed here by many!
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Please join us on Sunday, September 12th, for our last outdoor Summer Worship at 9:30 with Backpack Blessing and our Sunday School
Kick Off. Sunday School and Confirmation kids will gather on the green space to get information and schedules for the year! Everyone will
also have a chance to meet and welcome our new Director of Sunday School, Karna Kelley and our new Director of Youth and Family,
Tammy Bettermann!
Keep your chairs handy from the church service as a congregational picnic will follow serving hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, and
beans. We would like congregation members to supply the SWEETS - cakes, cookies, bars, desserts. We are also looking for volunteers to
help with the setup, serving, and clean up duties that day. So, if you can help us out, please step up that day. If there is inclement weather,
we will be moving this inside. All are Welcome!
Beginning September 19th, the service times will be 8:30am and 10:30am with Sunday School and coffee fellowship in between. Starting
October 6th, there will be a Worship Service every 1st and 3rd Wednesday evening from 6:15pm-7:00pm.
With input from our COVID team we are recommending masking while indoors at church services/events.

Submitted by, Marla Lodermeier - Secretary, On Behalf of the Church Council

THANK YOU
I want to thank everyone that helped with the Memorial/Healing Service and the Sing Along with the Bear Creek Boys. I have heard
many positive comments about both events. Many people commented the Memorial service was needed for them, as they were not able
to attend funeral service for their own friends or family. Several of those who attended were from other congregations.
Nearly 100 people attended the Hymn Sing Along, which was a fun and happy afternoon. The Bear Creek Boys are so comfortable with
each other and the people listening to them. Much laughing was heard! The pie was amazing! I heard only one piece left over! A big thank
you to all those who provided the pies. The free will offering was $400, which was given to the Zumbrota Food Shelf and Stabilize Z/M
Families.
Thank you for giving! Also, Special Thanks to Katie. She was so helpful with “office” work!
~Leah

WELCA CIRCLES - BRING A FRIEND TO CIRCLE MONTH
September will be “Bring a friend to circle” month. Please invite a friend or 2 to join us for circle. We will meet at church in
fellowship hall-we will room to spread out, if needed. September 9th at 9:30 am. Rebekah circle will host. We will also
discuss further how to go forward in the year. (Your friend doesn’t have to be a member-maybe they might decide to join!)

ELCA’s AMMPARO
Dear United Redeemer Lutheran Church,
I thank you for the very kind gift of an honorarium for my appearance at your congregation. I am going to regift it to the First English Lutheran
Church AMMPARO ministry. Bless you and your community of faith. ~Brian McDonald
In July, several people from URLC and beyond attended Brian McDonald’s presentation, The Border “From Both Sides Now”, that explained
the ELCA’s AMMPARO strategy to assist minors and their families at the southern border. McDonald, who visited the border with eight
others in 2020 through the Border Servant Corps, shared several stories of how difficult it is for aliens to gain legal residency in the US. A
lively and passionate discussion followed on how we as a church, or as individuals, can get involved! We can all do something - Pray,
Educate, Donate, Welcome, Act and Advocate! There was also some discussion about local opportunities in Lake City for those who want
to serve local needs. There are LOTS of ways you can get involved and make the world just a little bit better for those who may not be as
blessed as we are!
Below you will find McDonald’s presentation, several ELCA resources, and contact information for local efforts. For more
information or to find out how you can help, please feel free to contact Joyce Aarsvold (joyce.aarsvold@gmail.com) or Mary
Goplen (meg.04@live.com).
The Border “From Both Sides Now” presentation
Hispanic Outreach of Goodhue County
651-301-1198
https://tinyurl.com/URLCborder
info@hispanicoutreach.org
ELCA AMMPARO
Hispanic Inclusion of Lake City
www.elca.org/ammparo
651-380-1198 Wanda
612-597-3266 Sue Benson
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
www.lirs.org
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Indoors
In need of a little extra food this month? Ruby’s Pantry distributes food at
Pop-Up Pantry locations across MN & WI. There are no income or residency
requirement and for $20/bundle donation you will receive an abundance of
groceries. Food distribution will be the first Wednesday of every month
during the summer, at Our Saviors Lutheran Church. You can find additional
information from the Ruby’s Pantry Facebook page. This
months distribution date is Wednesday, September 1st,
from 6pm to 7:45pm.
Book Club

Congregational Picnic

Book Club started again in
August! The book is American
Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
Please join us on the green
every Tuesday at 10:00am!

Sanctuary Choir

Jubilee Handbells

We are in need of a few helpers for Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, Rehearsals will begin
serving, grilling, set up and clean up
September 1st, at 7pm in
again in September!
for our congregational picnic on
the gathering room, across
Wednesdays from
September 12th. Please call if
from the church office.
7:15you'd like to help!
New members are welcome!
8:15pm.

Fall Worship Schedule
The survey is in and it was a close one! The service times starting September 19th will be 8:30am and
10:30am with Sunday School and coffee fellowship in between. Also starting October 6th, there will be a
Worship Service every 1st and 3rd Wednesday evening from 6:15-7pm. The rebroadcast of the
service will be available to view on YouTube, Facebook and URLC website every Monday morning.

Zumbrota Food Shelf Needs You

Church Offering
Thank you for all the continued support from
our congregation! Aside from the offering plates during regular
church services, you can also send your offering to the Church at
560 W. 3rd St. Zumbrota, MN 55992, or you can sign up for
VANCO, our direct deposit option. There is also our online giving
on our website. If you need any assistance please call the office at
(507) 732-7303. It is with our deepest appreciation and thank you
for continuing to give so generously. Thank you All!

Bins have been placed inside the church for
nonperishable food items, there is also a box
for monetary donations, (please make checks
to Food Shelf, not URLC). All donations will be
picked up and dropped off every Tuesday by
Roger Hinz. All donations will be greatly
appreciated by those in need. We
collected 116 pounds in August.
Thank you!

Use Of Space

Prayer Shawl Ministry

If you are looking to use a space at URLC
The Prayer Shawl Ministry shawls have been made for
please call or email to reserve the spaces
centuries. They are universal and embracing; they comfort
needed ahead of time. This allows us to let
and enfold, wrap and warm. Those who make and receive staff know where/when they need to clean
shawls are loved and blessed. If you know of someone in so the space is ready and available for use,
need of comfort, please feel free to give them one.
also not already booked for that time/date.
Monetary and yarn donations are always welcome. Keep
We are excited to have the church
knitting and crocheting!
open for all of the activities again!

Please Say a Prayer for:
Cindy Redding, Sandy Larson, Dennis Larson, Larry Olson, Pat Lawler, Cork Falk, Sue Quam,
Addie Schliep, Robby Nelson, (brother of Tammy Bettermann). John Nyquist, (brother-inlaw of Sandy Larson). Brent Baumberger, (nephew of Dennis & Julie). Terry Williams,
(father of TJ Williams). Jamie Radke, (Nephew of Dwayne and Dot Witter) Rick
Lund, (brother of Mary Lund)

Please call the office to update this list. 507-732-7303
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The deadline for The Voice is the 23rd
of each month. Please call the office,
507-732-7303 or email
admin@urlchurch.org if you
would like to have
something put in.

